
English Curriculum Coverage – LKS2 (Year 3 & Year 4) 2018-2019 
 

Autumn 1 - National 
Poetry Day 4th October 

The Tudors 

Autumn 2 
Black History Month 

Living Together 

Spring 1 
Egyptians 

Spring 2 
World Book Day 

Egyptians  

Summer 1 
Inventions that changed 

the world 

Summer 2 
Active planet  

3 weeks - The Heart and 
the Bottle by Oliver Jeffers 

 
 

3 weeks - The BFG by 
Roald Dahl and Quentin 

Blake *book and film 

 

3 weeks - The Story of 
Tutankhamun by Patricia 

Cleveland-Peck 

  
 

3 weeks - Cloud Tea 
Monkeys by Mal Peet and 

Elspeth Graham 

 

3 weeks - The Mysteries of 
Harris Burdick by Chris Van 

Allsberg 

 

3 weeks - Tar Beach by 
Faith Ringgold 

 
 

2 weeks - Jim, A 
Cautionary Tale by Hilaire 

Belloc and Mini Grey 

  

2 weeks - The Tear Thief by 
Carol Ann Duffy and 

Nicoletta Ceccoli 

 

3 weeks - Odd and the 
Frost Giants by Neil 

Gaiman and Chris Riddell 

 

3 weeks - Black Dog by Levi 
Pinfold 

 
 

2 weeks - How to Live 
Forever by Colin 

Thompson 

 

3 weeks - The Day I 
Swapped My Dad for Two 
Goldfish by Neil Gaiman 

and Dave McKean 

 
2 weeks - The First 

Drawings by Mordicai 
Gerstein 

 

2 weeks - The Tin Forest by 
Helen Ward and Wayne 

Anderson 

 

 3 weeks - Sparky by Jenny 
Offill and Chris Appelhans 

 
 

3 weeks - Flotsam by David 
Wiesner 

 

 

 



LKS2 Sequences Progression and Synopses 

Term Text Main Outcomes Published 
outcomes 

Sequence Synopsis – Overview and Outcomes 

Autumn 
1 

The Heart 
and the 
Bottle 

 
 

Narrative 
(dilemma 
stories), 

character 
descriptions 

Own narratives, 
published as a book 

with artwork 

This is a three- week sequence using the text The Heart and the Bottle by Oliver Jeffers, with explicit spelling 
(through vocabulary acquisition) and grammar objectives embedded within the sequence. It begins with 

children ‘discovering’ the setting from the text of the empty armchair and posing questions to make 
predictions about the text. Children explore the text further, writing character descriptions using a range of 

descriptive vocabulary. The story and the sequence have strong PSHE links and these need to be 
approached with sensitivity. Having explored the sequence of the story for ‘The Heart and the Bottle’, 

children then create their own stories where a dilemma occurs and there is an emotional response, e.g. 
getting lost, being bullied, running away etc. (again, with links to PSHE), initially sequencing them and later 
writing them and publishing them for an audience. If teaching text as topic, include opportunities to create 

their own artwork, which can be used when creating a published book as an outcome. 

Jim, A 
Cautionary 

Tale 
 

Narrative poetry 
(cautionary 

tales), 
performance 

poetry 

Word processed 
cautionary tales 

(narrative poetry) 

This is a two-week sequence using Cautionary Tales by Hilaire Belloc in which children begin by exploring a 
range of scenarios and their consequences, in order to make predictions about the contents of a number of 
tales. Children then go on to read a number of these tales, eventually innovating upon a known cautionary 
tale before planning in detail. Additional texts/poems: Have a selection of other cautionary tales available 

for children to read, e.g. others by Hilaire Belloc, and by David Lucas. 

The First 
Drawings 

Character 
description, diary 

entry, recount, 
narrative 

Historical 
narratives. Use 

cave paintings as 
book covers. 

This is a 2 week sequence for The First Drawing by Mordicai Gerstein in which children explore the text, 
including exploration of the Stone Age and cave paintings. They write diary entries, explore the conventions 

of speech, create character descriptions and finish by writing their own historical narratives. 

Autumn 
2 

The BFG Narrative - own 
version (fantasy), 

recount (diary 
entry), character 

descriptions, 
instructions 

(recipes) 

Fantasy narratives The three-week planning sequence is based on the story of The BFG by Roald Dahl. It includes exemplified 
grammar activities throughout, as well as including drama techniques such as thought tapping. Visual 

images and music are also incorporated. Specific teaching strategies are highlighted in bold and there is a 
glossary to explain how each of these work in a classroom situation. The children will create diary entries as 
Sophie and write a new chapter/own version of what might happen before creating their own Giant story. 

The 2016 film can be used alongside the text as an additional text form or in full after session 10 but use the 
original written form first as many of the activities need children to draw upon the language that Dahl has 

used. 

The Tear 
Thief 

Letter in role, 
shared poem, 
information 

poster, 
discussion 

Letter – Use 
envelopes 

This is a two-week sequence for The Tear Thief by Carol Ann Duffy. After exploring the idea that emotions 
could be matched with jewels, the children read the text ‘The Tear Thief’ and then explore the imagery 

within. They create a shared-poem, explore different verb forms used in the text and then write a letter in 
role using the present perfect form. Following this, the children are presented with a range of scenarios that 
may cause people to cry. They explore the idea that tears shed for different reasons may/may not be more 

important than each other. They then receive a letter from The Tear Thief asking for help. The children 
explore using a range of different grammatical forms of sentence to create an information/ persuasive 

poster before writing a letter to another year group explaining why different tears are more precious than 
others. 



The Tin 
Forest 

Various non-
fiction outcomes. 

Explanation of how 
animal seed 

dispersal works - 
Leaflet 

This is a two-week planning sequences that uses The Tin Forest and makes reference to an online 
encyclopedia. 

Spring 1 The Story 
of 

Tutankha
mun 

Biography, non-
chronological 

reports, 
instructions, 
diary entry, 
newspaper 
reports and 

posters 

Biographical 
Report – Could use 
tea stained paper 

or 
papyrus/parchment 

paper 

This is a 3 week sequence for The Story of Tutankhamun by Patricia Cleveland-Peck in which children begin 
by exploring the history of Tutankhamun and writing reports about Ancient Egypt before going on to find 
out about Howard Carter and exploring the stories and legends about the curse of Tutankhamun’s tomb. 

The sequence finishes with children writing a biography of Tutankhamun. 

Odd and 
the Frost 

Giants 

Explanations, 
narrative 

recount, setting 
descriptions 

Narrative recount The 3 week teaching sequence is based on the story ‘Odd and the Frost Giants’ by Neil Gaiman. It includes 
exemplified grammar activities throughout, as well as including drama techniques such as thought-tapping. 

Visual images are also incorporated. Specific teaching strategies are highlighted in bold and there is a 
glossary to explain how each of these work in a classroom situation. 

Spring 2 Cloud Tea 
Monkeys 

Descriptive 
passage, ‘how to’ 

guide, letter, 
discussion, non-

chronological 
report 

Non-chronological 
report 

This three-week planning sequence begins with the arrival of a Royal Tea –Taster in class seeking apprentice 
tea-tasters. The children experience an immersive session where they smell and taste a range of different 

teas before creating descriptive statements to describe a tea. A basket is then delivered and inside is a 
magical and moving story about Cloud Tea and how monkeys save a young girl and her mother. As the text 
is read, the children are exposed to range of language activities to stimulate grammatical development and 
reading comprehension skills. The children then write letters of thanks to the monkeys. Using the authors’ 
note as further stimulus, children research, plan and then write a non-chronological report on tea, the tea-

trade and traditions relating to tea. 

Black Dog Extended story 
with a point of 

suspense 

Extended story 
with a point of 

suspense 

Children will be reading the book Black Dog by Levi Pinfold and identifying the structure of the text. Children 
will be looking at the issue of the size of the dog and how it relates to fear and worry. Children will write 
their own story with suspense based on a fear they might have using the structure of Black Dog. This will 

have opportunities to embed speech, and adverbials for how, where and when, which they will apply within 
their own writing. 

Sparky Descriptive 
passage, ‘how to’ 

guide, letter, 
discussion, non-

chronological 
report 

Narrative In this three-week planning sequence, children research potential pets that need little care before creating a 
catalogue page. They explore the concept of irony and subtle characterisation by being ‘Reading Detectives’ 

to infer and deduce ideas from careful authorial choices. They develop an understanding of multi-clause 
sentences using commas and brackets. Fronted adverbials and the associated punctuation will be explored. 

Children write a response to the text from their own viewpoint after discussing the concepts of double-
meanings, subtle humour and accepting someone for who they really are. The sequence concludes with the 

children writing an own-version narrative. 

Summer 
1 

The 
Mysteries 
of Harris 
Burdick 

Mystery stories, 
diary entries, 

dialogue, setting 
description 

Mystery stories – 
Create a class book 

This is a three-week planning sequence that uses The Mysteries of Harris Burdick and also makes reference 
to The Chronicles of Harris Burdick and the Harris Burdick Website. Children begin by exploring the 

illustrations and creating mystery setting descriptions, using a variety of grammatical and authorial tools, 
going on to creating action, suspense and drama in their middle-sections and endings. In the final part of the 



(atmospheric 
description), 
captions and 

titles 

sequence, children write their own mystery stories, based upon a place of local interest, of which they have 
collected photographs or images, and publish them in a class collection for others to read. 

How to 
Live 

Forever 

Prequel, lost 
poster, letter of 

warning, 
character and 

setting 
descriptions 

Prequel This is a two-week planning sequences for How to Live Forever by Colin Thompson in which children explore 
the themes and ideas set out in the book, as well as writing a prequel, character and setting descriptions, 

lost book posters and also letters of warning/advice. 

Flotsam Narrative 
(mystery stories), 

setting 
descriptions, 

narrative 
(retelling), non- 
Chronological 

reports, letters 
(informal) 

Jetsam stories This is a three-week planning sequence for Flotsam by David Wiesner in which children discover a range of 
‘Flotsam’ items (either after a visit to the seaside, or that have appeared in the classroom). One item is a 

camera that contains mysterious photographs that the children must investigate. These photos come from 
the book Flotsam by David Wiesner. Children go on to read and reflect on the book, making predictions and 
retelling orally and in writing. Later in the sequence, the children have the opportunity to create their own 
sequel to the story, called Jetsam, where they write the story of the child who next finds the camera. As an 
optional additional study, this could also link to a study of the history of cameras and report writing about 
this and could include a historical link about the way cameras have changed the way history is recorded. 

Summer 
2 

Tar Beach Play script (own 
version), 
character 

descriptions, 
book review, 

dialogue 
(direct speech), 

retelling 

Play script This is a three-week planning sequence using Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold in which children explore the 
theme of ‘freedom’ and do so by creating their own story, written as a play script, where they master their 

own world by flying over it, eventually writing their own version of a ‘Tar Beach’ story about their own 
locality or chosen place. They will also create retellings, book reviews, character descriptions and dialogue. 

The Day I 
Swapped 

My Dad for 
Two 

Goldfish 

Script for a pilot 
TV show 

Script for a pilot TV 
show – Use Imovie 

App 

This is a three-week sequence for The Day I Swapped my Dad for Two Goldfish by Neil Gaiman. Read and 
discuss the story, identifying the different characters and voices by using dramatised reading. Identify the 

features and conventions of written dialogue and use of speech marks, demonstrate and then write 
dialogue. Use a playscript to identify and highlight features and then write and perform a play script where a 
piece of the text is converted. Children then go on to create an entirely new scene for a pilot for a TV show. 

 


