
English Curriculum Coverage – KS1 (Year 1 & Year 2) 2018-2019 
 

Autumn 1 - National 
Poetry Day 4th October 

Africa 

Autumn 2 
Black History Month 

Africa 

Spring 1 
Great Fire of London 

Spring 2 
Toys from the Past  

Summer 1 
Magical Mapping 

Summer 2 
Seaside  

Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears by Lauren 

Child, You and Me by 
Anthony Browne & 

Goldilocks and Just the One 
Bear by Leigh Hodgkinson 

 
 

Send for a Superhero 

 

The Great Fire of London 

 

Tadpole’s Promise 

 

A Walk in London 

 

Lost and Found 

 

Dinosaurs and All That 
Rubbish by Michael 

Foreman 

 
 

I Want My Hat Back 

 

Jim and the Beanstalk 

 

Sidney, Stella and the 
Moon 

 

The Dragon Machine 

 

Iggy Peck, Architect 

 

The Owl and the Pussy-cat 

 
 

  Beegu 
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KS1 Sequences Progression and Synopses 

Term Text Main Outcomes Published 
outcomes 

Sequence Synopsis – Overview and Outcomes 

Autumn 
1 

Goldilocks 
and the 
Three 
Bears 

Letters/ Retellings/ 
Stories from another 
point of view/ List of 

rules/ 
Character 

descriptions/ Sequels 
Instructions (if 

extended to write 
porridge recipes) 

Narrative In this three-week planning sequence, children use three different versions of Goldilocks for three different, 
but connected writing outcomes. Children initially familiarise themselves with the traditional version of the 
tale, using Lauren Child’s version and identify the elements of a traditional tale whilst identifying adjectives 
to describe the character of goldilocks that they then use to create a ‘Wanted’ that will be displayed around 
school. In the next part children explore the text of Me and You by Anthony Browne where pictures are used 
to provide a context for why Goldilocks appears at the three bear’s house. This is a more sympathetic view 
and the children are asked as an outcome to tell the story from her perspective. In the final part, children 
write a sequel to the original story, where Goldilocks and the bears meet many years later and they role 

play and imagine conversations and then look at a published sequel called Goldilocks and Just the One Bear 
by Leigh Hodgkinson. 

Dinosaurs 
and All 

That 
Rubbish 

Narrative (retelling), 
setting description, 
letters, pamphlet, 

poster, instructions 

Leaflets In this two-week planning sequence using Dinosaurs and all that Rubbish by Michael Foreman, children 
explore the themes and ideas in the story, such as dreams, desires and how to keep the earth a nice place to 

call home. They create a variety of written outcomes including reports, setting descriptions, letters, 
instructions, retellings and eventually a class pamphlet about how to look after the planet – all to help the 

man in the story. They also create sentences about their dreams and similes to share. 

The Owl 
and the 

Pussy-cat 

Poetry, lists, letters, 
interviews 

Poetry – Word 
processed 

This is a two-week planning sequence for The Owl and the Pussy-cat by Edward Lear, illustrated by Charlotte 
Voake, in which children explore the themes of the poem, write in role as the characters, create fictitious 

interviews, create lists of items they can take on their honeymoon and eventually innovate upon the poem 
to create their own versions. Appropriate terminology is written in bold. 

Autumn 
2 

Send for a 
Superhero 

Wanted posters, 
letters, emails, 

character descriptions, 
narrative (own 

version) 

Letters This is a three-week planning sequence using Send for a Superhero by Michael Rosen and Katharine McEwen 
in which children create their own superheroes and use them to defeat baddies set to destroy their school. 

During the sequence, they write letters and emails asking for help, create wanted posters, generate 
character descriptions for their invented superheroes and the create their own version of the Send for the 

Superhero story. 

I Want My 
Hat Back 

Narrative (sequel) Non-fiction 
booklet 

This is a three-week planning sequence for I Want My Hat Back by Jon Klassen. After experiencing an 
engaging starting point of looking at and talking and making predictions about a range of hats, the children 
read the book. Through role-play, they explore a characters’ feelings. They create a short dialogue between 
the two main characters. The children write and perform a rap that gives the main character advice. Rabbit 

then appears in class - he hasn’t been eaten by Bear! The children then have the opportunity to hot seat 
Rabbit to find out what actually happened at the end of the story after formulating questions. They write a 

letter to Rabbit making suggestions about what he could do. After receiving a reply from Rabbit the children 
are asked to help Rabbit pack for the journey. Playing Kim’s Game with items in a suitcase, and then write a 

packing list. Finally, children plan a sequel called, ‘I Want My Friend Back’. The children create 3 new 
animals for Rabbit to ask if they have seen Bear. Colour used by the text’s author Jon Klassen to represent 
each animal speaking is explored and the children then apply this technique to their own writing. Through 
modelled and shared writing and peer and self- editing, the children write their sequel, ‘I Want My Friend 



Back’. This planning sequence can be linked to a topic on habitats and creatures inhabiting a forest. It can 
also be linked to PSHE to explore ideas around friendship, saying sorry and managing powerful emotions 

such a jealousy and anger. 

Spring 1 The Great 
Fire of 

London 

Non- fiction text 
incorporating different 
text-types, including a 

guide to 
London buildings 

(non-chronological 
report), a poster and a 

diary entry in role. 

Diary entry This is a two-week sequence for The Great Fire of London by Emma Adams and James Weston Lewis, in 
which the children explore London in the present and the past, through the story of the great fire of 

London. Children compare the London of today and the London of 1666, using past and present tense. They 
explore the cause of the fire of London through interviewing the baker, Michael Fanniner, planning and 

recording appropriate questions, and design safety posters using imperative verbs to write commands. They 
then write diary entries from the point of view of the cat that Samuel Pepys saw being rescued from the 

ashes, drawing on the skills and knowledge they have practiced during the unit. 

Jim and 
the 

Beanstalk 

Narrative (Sequels and 
Retellings), Dialogue, 

Informal Letters 

Sequels – 
Homemade 

books 

This is a three-week planning sequence for Jim and the Beanstalk by Raymond Briggs. To begin with, ensure 
children know ‘original’ version of story – read it some weeks before. Ensure they have access to a number 
of fairy tales and ‘twisted tales’ in the book area/class library. Introduce a fairy tale sequel, using ‘Jim and 

the Beanstalk’ by Raymond 
Briggs. Children discover a beanstalk and footprint in the classroom and use this to engage with and learn 
the story and retell it to one another. Children then use their knowledge of the sequel to initially innovate 
and then create their own sequel to another well-known fairy-tale, e.g. Auburn Hair and the Three Bears. 

Spring 2 Tadpole’s 
Promise 

Explanation texts, 
narrative (own 

version), setting 
descriptions 

Explanation 
text 

During this three-week planning sequence, children retell a known story and create their own version, as 
well as using information from the text to create an explanation text. Ensure that children have other books 

about changes available, e.g. Changes by Anthony Browne. Also ensure there is a selection of explanation 
texts for children to explore. If possible, have tadpoles in or near the classroom to observe changing. 

Sidney, 
Stella and 
the Moon 

Moon fact files Information 
booklets 

about the 
moon 

This is a two-week sequence using Sidney, Stella and the Moon by Emma Yarlett, On the Moon by Usborne 
and Sun, Moon and Stars by Usborne. Children are given books that they will make into information books 
to create Moon fact files. This will be based on the premise that they need to inform the two characters, 

Sidney and Stella about facts about the moon after they have replaced the moon with cheese. Further 
sessions may be needed for writing up more sections of the book and illustrating the book if desired. It 

would be good if they were then presented or sent to Stella and Sidney with a covering letter that would be 
part of a piece of shared writing done by the class. The fact files would then be returned with another letter 

thanking them for their expertise. 

Beegu Nonsense-word 
dictionary, poems and 

poetic sentences 

Poetry with 
artwork 

This two-week planning sequence opens with the teacher or other adult, dressed as a Police Officer, 
informing the children that an alien is on the loose somewhere in the local vicinity. The Officer explains that, 

due to them being very busy, s/he would like to recruit the children as Police Officers to help find out as 
much as possible about the alien and ultimately catch it and that s/he will be back in a few days’ time to find 
out the information from the children and to tell them what they need to do next to catch the alien. Set part 
of the classroom up as a Police Station which will be used for interviewing key witnesses; for the children’s 
drama in; and can later become the writing role-play area. Outside, or within the classroom set up a crime 

scene of a UFO crash. Allow children to discover this scene to ask questions and discover information about 
it. 
 



Summer 
1 

A Walk in 
London 

Tourist guides Whole class 
guide books 

This is a three-week sequence for A Walk in London in which children read the book A Walk in London and 
create a local version of 'A Walk in.....' using two styles of writing, recount and information. Initially, after a 
first trip out, they will focus on the recount, but after they will return on the walk purely with a fact-finding 
mission in mind. In the final part, they will merge both styles of writing to create a new guide for the chosen 
area. All of this will be a response to a letter received from a local councillor asking the children if they can 

come up with a better guidebook, or new guidebook for the place in mind. Finally they will publish their 
outcomes and present to one another in the class. 

The 
Dragon 

Machine 

Dragon guide and 
encyclopaedia 

(reports), dragon 
machine explanation, 

letter of advice, 
shopping list, 

description, letters in 
role, own version of 

story 

Dragon 
reports 

This is a three-week planning sequence using the text The Dragon Machine by Helen Ward, in which 
children are initially engaged by noticing a dragon tail and then going on a dragon hunt across the school. 
Children then create a guide, exploring descriptive and positional language. They engage with the main 

character in the story’s thoughts and emotions through letter writing. Throughout the sequence, children 
explore a number of spelling patterns and rules from the Y2 Programme of Study and these are specifically 

edited for in their final outcome of an extended ‘dragon machine’ story. 

Summer 
2 

Lost and 
Found 

Character 
Descriptions, 

Retellings, Non-
chronological Reports, 

Narrative (Own 
Versions) 

Narratives This is a three-week planning sequence using Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers Create a situation, before 
introducing the author or text, where the penguin appears in the classroom with a sign hanging around his 
neck, saying ‘I am lost’. Introduce Oliver Jeffers and display a collection of his books within the classroom 

and book area. Read several stories as part of Guided Reading and story time, particularly books containing 
the boy (Noah) from ‘Lost and Found’, e.g. ‘How to Catch a Star’, ‘Up and Down’ and ‘The Way Back Home’. 

Encourage children to read more by the same author. Write a sequence of instructions using consistent 
tense, detailed diagrams and numbers or words indicating chronological order. 

Iggy Peck, 
Architect 

Labels, captions, fact-
files 

Fact files In this two-week planning sequence, the children develop reading skills of prediction and inference, have 
the opportunity to practise use of basic sentence punctuation and creating compound sentences before 

exploring features of famous buildings, labelling the features and learning about apostrophes for omission 
and possession. Finally, the children create a fact file that is introduced by them where they incorporate the 

learning they have experienced over the course of the sequence. 

 


