
Hollydale Primary 

School 

Science Information  

Provision 

Science stimulates and excites pupils’ curiosity 

about phenomena and events in the world 

around them.  It also satisfies the curiosity with 

knowledge.  Because science links direct prac-

tical experience with ideas, it can engage learn-

ers at many levels.   

Through science, pupils understand how major 

scientific ideas contribute to technological 

change – impacting on industry, business and 

medicine and improving the quality of life.   

Pupils recognise the cultural significance and 

trace its world-wide development.  They learn 

to question and discuss science-based issues 

that may affect their own lives, the direction of 

society and the future of the world. 

Scientific method is about developing and 

evaluating explanations through experi-

mental evidence and modelling.  This is a 

spur to critical and creative thought.   

The National curriculum determines the 

content of what children should learn. 

SC1 – Scientific Investigation                                                                  

  SC2 – Life and Living Processes                                                                                                                               

  SC3 – Materials and their Properties                                                                                                           

  SC4 – Physical Processes 

SC1 is taught alongside SC2, 

3 and 4.   In Key Stage One, 

the balance of 50% skills 

teaching and 50% knowledge 

teaching.  In Key Stage Two 

the balance is 40% skills and 60% 

knowledge. 

 

We are proud of our children’s scientific 

learning and display evidence of it in every 

classroom as well as whole school corridor 

displays.  

Displays also contain relevant scientific vo-

cabulary; key questions; photographs; dia-

grams and information about key concepts. 

Curriculum Content 

 

 

Pupils in Key Stage One are 

offered one and a half hours of 

science a week spread over 

two sessions and two hours in 

Key Stage 2. 

We use a variety of teaching and learning 

styles in science lessons and follow the Kent 

Scheme of Work across key stage 1 and 2. 

Our principal aim is to develop children's 

knowledge, skills and understanding. This is 

sometimes done through whole-class teach-

ing, while at other times children are en-

gaged in an enquiry-based activity.  

Children are encouraged to ask, as well as 

answer, scientific questions. Where possible 

they use ICT to support science lessons.  

Children are of widely different scientific 

abilities in all classes so we endeavour to 

ensure that we provide suitable learning op-

portunities for all children by matching the 

challenge of the task to the ability of the 

child.  

 

Displays  



Science Week Scientific Enquiry Scientific Skills 

 

 

 

 

Children are also offered a range of 

'hands-on' activities during Science Week. 

Each year there is a theme to Science 

Week which underpins all of our learning.  

Science is incorporated into all areas of 

the curriculum across the week and the 

children have the opportunity to attend a 

variety of workshops; go on visits and un-

dertake large scale enquiries. 

Hollydale  School has a wide range of 

equipment and books to support scientific 

learning.  

All children are expected to use the equip-

ment in a safe and appropriate way.  

Children are encouraged to independently 

identify the equipment they will need to 

undertake an enquiry. 

There are 5 main types of enquiry. Each 

class will focus on one of these during each 

topic.   

A comparative  or Fair Test  

 

 

 

 

Observing Changes over time 

 

 

 

 

 

Grouping and Classifying 

things 

 

 

 

 

Noticing Patterns and relation-

ships 

 

 

 

Research using secondary 

sources 

The skills used to undertake these different  
enquiries include: 
 
Identifying which factor to observe 
Identifying controlled, dependent and in-
dependent variables 
Identifying which factor to keep the same 
and which to change 
Measuring  
 accuracy, making estimates 
  identifying which factor to measure  
Recording in different ways  
Hypothesising and predicting  
Problem solving  
Interpretation of results 
Manipulative skills 
Using technology – computers, cameras, 
sensors and  recorders 
Appropriate choice and safe use of all 
equipment and materials to ensure person-
al safety and the safety of others. 

 

Formative assessment is  undertaken on 
an ongoing basis.  As well as their demon-
stration of the scientific skills listed above, 
children are assessed for their appropriate 
use of the correct scientific language; 
spelling of key scientific words and their 
knowledge of important concepts. 

Summative assessment in undertaken on a 
half termly basis.  

Resources 

Assessment 



                                       Hollydale Science Whole School Map 2 year cycle 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Seasons Everyday materials/Uses of 
everyday materials 

Plants Animals including humans All living things and their hab-
itats 

  

Seasonal change – spread throughout the year to enable the children to experience the changes as they occur and record them 

Animals including humans Electricity Rocks Plants All living things and their hab-
itats 

Additional time for comple-
tion of topics 

Forces and magnets Sound Animals including humans States of Matter Light 

Animals including humans Earth and Space Forces Properties and changes of 
materials 

Animals including humans 

Electricity 

  

Evolution and inheritance All living things Light All living things Additional time for comple-
tion of topics 

  


