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English is at the heart of everything we 

do and skills in reading and writing are 

taught across the whole curriculum. 

Teachers promote a love of the English 

language through daily, engaging            

lessons and a range of appropriate  

intervention groups.  

Handwriting is a skill which, like reading and 

spelling, affects written communication across 

the curriculum. Children must be able to write 

with ease, speed and legibility. Cursive               

handwriting teaches pupils to join letters and 

words as a series of flowing movements and 

patterns. Joined up handwriting is taught with 

a sequential and progressive approach from 

EYFS.  

In order to prepare the children to be                    

successful in continuous cursive, pupils within 

the EYFS are taught the basic letter formation 

linking to letters introduced in phonics lessons, 

and begin to learn continuous cursive in Year 

1. 

 

During their Reception year the children are 

given a wide range of opportunities to devel-

op an understanding that writing conveys 

meaning, e.g. books, storytelling, signs, labels 

etc. Children experience a wide range of 

handwriting-related skills, e.g. letter and            

number formation in sand trays, through              

tracing, use of ribbons, with chalk, felt tips, 

pencils, crayons, writing over and under 

teacher models in various forms, word building 

with magnetic letters and pattern making in 

various media.  

Handwriting 

 

 

 

Grammar and spelling are taught implicitly  

within the English lesson as aspects of               

grammar and punctuation are best seen in the 

context of real reading and writing activities, but 

can be taught explicitly as well, when              

occasion demands. This gives children the      

opportunity to see the relevance of sentence 

level work and how real writers make such 

choices to help them communicate clearly.  

Grammar Term What Does It Mean? 

conjunction A conjunction links two words, 

phrases or clauses together as part 

of a sentence.  There are two main 

types of conjunction: Words such 

as and, but and so link two words 

or phrases which are equally               

important.  Words such as                     

because, if or when introduce a 

subordinate clause.  

clause A clause is a phrase of two or more 

words.  It has a verb as the key 

word. 

s u b o r d i n a t e 

clause 

A subordinate clause adds to            

another clause.  It can’t be a             

sentence by itself. 

perfect present 

tense. 

Something that happened in the 

past and is still happening. ‘Have’ 

proceeds the past participle. 



Reading & Phonics Reading & Phonics continued Writing  

 

 

 

 

Here at Hollydale we promote a love for              

reading and equip all children with the skills 

needed to become enthused independent 

readers. We use the Collins Big Cat reading 

scheme. Adults frequently listen to children 

read to monitor their progress and                          

interventions take place for those children 

needing extra support. 

We have a school library where children have           

access to a range of fiction and nonfiction 

books, children visit the library on a weekly 

basis. Children have a reading record book to 

keep a log of their reading habits.  

Each classroom has an exciting and engaging 

reading corner designed to promote a love of 

reading.  

Guided reading takes place across the school            

daily. During this session the teacher has a                

discussion with a group of children about a                     

particular book appropriate to their level. 

While this is taking place other groups are  

carrying out an independent book related  

activity. In Y1, children have daily supported 

reading lessons (DSR) which enable children 

to read books at their learning  level to an 

adult every day.  

We celebrate reading in school through themed 

reading weeks and national book days. To                

engage all readers we hold regular book sales 

where there is a range of books at an affordable 

price for the children to buy. We also offer             

workshops to parents to support and guide them 

when reading with their children at home. 

Here at Hollydale, we believe that the               

teaching of phonics is the stepping stone to              

develop children’s early reading skills. We  follow 

the Government Letters and Sounds framework 

when delivering lessons. Phonics begins in               

Reception where children begin to learn the 

sounds of the alphabet and use them to begin to 

read (and write) words. 

Throughout Key Stage One, children are taught 

all the different sounds and how these are rec-

orded as letters. They use these to help them 

read more difficult words. 

Where appropriate, phonics is continued in Key 

Stage Two for any children who require extra sup-

port. 

Parent workshops are held termly to inform and 

support parents. 

Writing is at the heart of all we do at Hollydale             

Primary School and is taught through an                 

exciting and engaging curriculum. A variety of 

genres are taught through the use of carefully 

selected texts which appeal to children with 

different interests.  Talk for writing is used to              

familiarise children with the features of a           

chosen genre and to encourage them to use a 

wide vocabulary to enhance their writing. 

High quality cross curricular writing is                                            

encouraged in the Foundation subjects.              

National and school based writing                        

competitions are offered to the children and 

they are encouraged to participate.   

A whole school grammar and spelling                

continuum has been created and is                          

embedded in weekly planning where children 

have ‘Spelling’ and ‘SPAG’ sessions. Children 

develop their knowledge and skills throughout 

the week with the aid of positive feedback from 

the teacher and success criteria. They then 

complete an extended piece of writing at the 

end of a unit and this work is marked                 

carefully. Marking provides the children with a 

next step to help them develop their writing  

further.  

A piece of writing is completed once a term as 

part of the assessment cycle which is                

levelled by the teachers. This supports                  

teachers in monitoring progressing and setting 

targets. 



SPAG continued 

Grammar Term What Does It Mean? 

adverbial 
phrase 

An adverbial is a word or phrase that is 
used, like an adverb, to modify a verb or 
clause.  

antonym  Two words are antonyms if their               
meanings are opposites.  

apostrophe  Apostrophes have two completely 
different uses:  

● showing the place of missing letters 
(e.g. I’m for I am) 

● marking possessives (e.g. Hannah’s 
mother).  

compound  A compound word contains at least two 
root words in its morphology; e.g.  
blackbird, bookshop. 

digraph  A type of grapheme where two letters 
represent one phoneme e.g. sh.              
Sometimes, these two letters are not 
next to one another; this is called a split 
digraph e.g. i_e.  

etymology  A word’s etymology is its history: its 
origins in earlier forms of English or  
other languages, and how its form and 
meaning have changed.  

frontal or  

fronted                  
adverbial 

A fronted adverbial is an adverbial 
which has been moved before the verb. 
When writing fronted phrases, we often 
follow them with a comma e.g. Before 
we begin, make sure you’ve got a pencil. 

grapheme  A letter, or combination of letters, that 
corresponds to a single phoneme within 
a word.  

Grammar Term What Does It Mean? 

grapheme-

phoneme           

correspondences  

The links between letters, or combinations 

of letters (graphemes) and the speech 

sounds (phonemes) that they represent.  

homophone  Two different words are homophones if 

they sound exactly the same when                   

pronounced e.g. hear, here 

modal verb  Modal verbs are used to change the             

meaning of other verbs. They can express 

meanings such as certainty, ability, or           

obligation. The main modal verbs are will, 

would, can, could, may, might, shall, 

should, must and ought. 

noun phrase  A noun phrase is a phrase with a noun as 

its head, e.g. some foxes, foxes with bushy 

tails.  

phoneme  A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound 

that signals a distinct, contrasting meaning.  

prefix  A prefix is added at the beginning of a 

word in order to turn it into another word 

e.g. disappear  

pronoun  Pronouns are normally used like nouns, 

except that they are grammatically more 

specialised and it is harder to modify them. 

punctuation  Punctuation includes any conventional 

features of writing other than spelling and 

general layout: the standard punctuation 

marks . , ; : ? ! - – ( ) “ ” ‘ ’ , and also word-

spaces, capital letters, apostrophes, para-

graph breaks and bullet points.  

Grammar Term What Does It Mean? 

root word  Morphology breaks words down into 

root words, which can stand alone, 

and suffixes or prefixes which can’t. 

For example, help is the root word for 

other words in its word family such as 

helpful and helpless, and also for its 

inflections such as helping.  

suffix  A suffix is an ‘ending’, used at the end 

of one word to turn it into another 

word. Unlike root words, suffixes             

cannot stand on their own as a               

complete word e.g. called 

syllable  A syllable sounds like a beat in a word. 

Syllables consist of at least one vowel, 

and possibly one or more consonants . 

synonym  Two words are synonyms if they have 

the same meaning, or similar meanings 

e.g. old, elderly.  

trigraph  A type of grapheme where three 

letters represent one phoneme e.g. igh 

word class  Every word belongs to a word class 

which summarises the ways in which it 

can be used in grammar.  

 

The major word classes for English are: 

noun, verb, adjective, adverb,                  

preposition, determiner, pronoun,  

conjunction. Word classes are               

sometimes called ‘parts of speech’.  
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